PREFACE

THESE essays are notes taken down during a
short but decisive span of history: the five
years between 1935 and 1940. In those years
the ideas of liberty, which at the end of the period
were to divide the world in a struggle of life and
death, were, left almost uncultivated. The pro-
gressive minds were so fascinated by the prospects
of the revolution in Russia that they had little
interest left for the fate of traditional liberties. In
fact, they were inclined to look at these with con-
tempt, to consider them as ineffectual and hollow
phrases as compared with the solid realities of the
coming social revolution. The most * enterprising
and generous minds of the period looked at Indivi-
dualism with suspicion, as at a screen sheltering
vested interests against fundamental change on
collec;fcivist lines. Attempts to protect liberty
against Collectivism were met with scorn and
derision by the intellectual advance guard of the
time. Progress had become antagonistic to liberty,
disregarding its claims, and bitterly exposing its
limitations to contempt and ridicule.

Only now that the peril of freedom has become
deadly has its value again been recognized;   the